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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
OF ONTARIO

Thursday 29 November 2007

ASSEMBLEE LEGISLATIVE
DE L’ONTARIO

Jeudi 29 novembre 2007

The House met at 1400.

His Honour the Lieutenant Governor entered the
chamber and took his seat upon the throne.

Hon. David C. Onley (Lieutenant Governor): Pray
be seated.

The Speaker (Hon. Steve Peters): May it please
Your Honour, the Legislative Assembly has elected me
as their Speaker, though | am but little able to fulfill the
important duties thus assigned to me.

If, in the performance of those duties, | should at any
time fall into error, | pray that the fault may be imputed
to me and not to the assembly, whose servant | am and
who, through me, the better to enable them to discharge
their duty to their Queen and country, hereby claim all
their undoubted rights and privileges, especially that they
have freedom of speech in their debates, access to your
person at all reasonable times, and that their proceedings
may receive from you the most favourable consideration.

Hon. Michael Bryant: Speaker, | am commanded by
His Honour the Lieutenant Governor to declare to you
that he freely confides in the duty and attachment of the
assembly to Her Majesty’s person and government and,
not doubting that the proceedings will be conducted with
wisdom, temperance and prudence, he grants and upon
all occasions will recognize and allow the constitutional
privileges.

I am commanded also to assure you that the assembly
shall have ready access to His Honour upon all suitable
occasions, and that their proceedings, as well as your
words and actions, will constantly receive from him the
most favourable construction.

His Honour the Lieutenant Governor was pleased to
open the session by reading the speech from the throne.

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE
DISCOURS DU TRONE

Hon. David C. Onley (Lieutenant Governor): Mr.
Speaker, members of the Legislative Assembly, people of
Ontario:

Today, it is my privilege to deliver this government’s
third speech from the throne.

This is a first for me, as Ontario’s new Lieutenant
Governor, and | want to take this opportunity to wish all
members of this assembly well in your work.

And | want to extend a special welcome to those of
you who are, like me, new to this assembly.

Quelles que soient ses lacunes, la démocratie parle-
mentaire représente nombre des plus grands idéaux de
I’lhumanité :

En particulier, nul n’est réputé étre meilleur que son
prochain, la loi prévaut clairement contre les lubies des
dictateurs, le dialogue est préférable a la contestation et
la sagesse collective a bien plus de valeur que I’impul-
sivité d’une seule personne.

Whatever its flaws, parliamentary democracy rep-
resents many of humankind’s highest ideals.

The notion that no person is deemed to be better than
his or her neighbour, the rule of law is clearly superior to
the whim of dictators, debate is preferable to distemper,
and collective wisdom has far more value than individual
impulse.

May you be inspired by these ideals—and by the work
done by those who came before you.

Since the last speech from the throne, nine former
MPPs have passed away.

I ask you to remember Fred Burr, Doug Ford,
Anthony Grande, George A. Kerr, Bert Lawrence, Robert
MacQuarrie, Robert Mitchell, lan Scott and Mel Swart.

The people of Ontario are grateful to them for dedi-
cating a portion of their lives to our democracy.

And we are inspired by those who risk their lives in
defence of the principles that sustain that democracy.

| speak of the brave Canadians who are standing up
for freedom today in Afghanistan, and those who have
fallen in its defence in conflicts throughout our history.

Together, we pledge that their sacrifice, and the sacri-
fice of all of our veterans—commemorated recently at
Remembrance Day and by Ontario’s Tribute to the
Fallen, and enshrined permanently along Ontario’s High-
way of Heroes—will not be forgotten.

As well, we recall the sacrifice and service of our
police, firefighters and emergency workers, who put their
lives on the line each day to protect Ontario families.

Finally, we recognize the efforts of the people you
have pledged to serve—the people of Ontario.

Children, whose wonder knows no bounds.

Parents, whose love knows no limits.

Seniors, whose work built this province.

The volunteers who take on the thankless tasks, the
health care workers who comfort the sick, the educators
who share their knowledge, the entrepreneurs who take
the risks, the employers who provide the jobs, and the
workers who lift us all up.
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The hard-working men and women of Ontario who,
together, make this the finest province in the best country
in the world.

While it is as beautiful as any of its sisters to the east
or west, Ontario knows its true grandeur lies not in its
landscapes or lakes, but in the diversity of its people.

Our people speak every language, embrace every
culture, and have ties to every corner of the globe, but
they share a common goal—to build a better life for
themselves and their families, predicated on a belief in
opportunity for all.

From our proud First Nations to our courageous new
arrivals, Ontarians seek to build a strong and caring
society, sustained by a strong and prosperous economy.

Les Ontariennes et Ontariens sont des gens positifs,
conscients des défis qui les attendent, mais optimistes au
sujet des possibilités qui s’offrent a eux.

Votre gouvernement partage cet optimisme.

Il partage vos objectifs.

Et il comprend que, dans les quatre prochaines années,
vous souhaitiez aller de I’avant a la maniére de I’Ontario
: en travaillant, en batissant et en révant ensemble.

Ontarians are a positive people, sober-minded about
the challenges before us, yet optimistic about the
opportunities available to us.

Your government shares that optimism.

It shares your goals.

And it understands that, over the next four years, you
want to move forward the Ontario way: by working and
building and dreaming, together.

And that is why it is so committed to improving the
knowledge and skills of our people.

When we improve the quality of public education,
when we provide our young people in particular with the
skills they need to succeed, we get the best workers, who
land the best jobs, who in turn build the strongest econ-
omy, which funds everything we want to do together.

But this virtuous circle encompasses far more than
material gain.

Idéalement, I’école apprend aux enfants que nous
sommes solidaires les uns des autres, que nous sommes
responsables de nous-mémes, de notre famille et de notre
collectivité, que nous sommes tous liés les uns aux autres
et que chacun a la responsabilité de veiller sur I’autre, de
I’aider et d’essayer de batir quelque chose de plus grand
que soi.

At its very best, education instils in our children the
understanding that we are all in this together, that they
must take responsibility for themselves, their families
and their communities, that we are all connected, and that
we share a responsibility to look out for one another, to
help one another and to build something greater than our-
selves.

Ontarians sent a clear message this past fall: They
want our children to come together, learn together and
grow together.

So your government is committed to making publicly
funded education the very best it can be.

It will continue to work with parents and educators to
improve student achievement, ensure more and more of
our young people graduate from high school, and make it
possible for more of them to keep learning beyond high
school in a university, college or apprenticeship program.

Your government will strive to ensure still more of our
children meet the provincial standard in reading, writing
and math, so that we are assuming our shared respon-
sibility to equip them to succeed in the hyper-competitive
global economy of the 21st century, and to measure their
progress.

If our children are to succeed in the knowledge
economy, ours must be a learning society.

And so your government will work to phase in full-
day learning for four- and five-year-olds.

Progress towards that goal has already begun, with the
appointment this week of an early learning adviser.

Your government knows Ontario can take on the
world and win, but only if every Ontarian is at his or her
best, and every child can reach his or her full potential.

So your government will work to reduce the barriers
facing students in at-risk communities by dramatically
expanding the successful Pathways to Education initia-
tive.

To ensure every student can get help when they need
help, your government will make expanded homework
help available online and after school.

Your government will work to improve graduation
rates in our high schools and ensure more young people
keep learning beyond high school.

To ensure higher education is more accessible, your
government will introduce a special distance grant for
students from the north and remote areas who must
commute long distances.

To ensure it is more affordable, your government will
deliver a new textbook and technology grant of $300 for
university and college students to help them get started
each year at school.
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And to ensure that our publicly funded schools have
the resources they need to help our students succeed,
your government will continue to improve the funding
formula, investing an additional $3.1 billion annually by
2011 and requiring that the formula be reviewed by 2010.

The true test of this generation’s leadership will be the
next generation’s success.

And your government will invest in that success,
every day.

Ontarians are capable of taking the long view and
focusing on the task at hand at the same time.

So your government also has a plan for today’s econ-
omy—a plan for today’s jobs.

Les bons emplois bien rémunérés contribuent a
financer nos écoles et nos hopitaux et a nourrir nos
familles.

Mais ils font beaucoup plus que cela.

lls permettent aux parents, a la fin d’une bonne
journée de travail, de retrouver leurs enfants le coeur
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rempli de fierté; ils permettent aux gens d’envisager
I’avenir avec confiance.

Good, high-paying jobs fund our schools and hos-
pitals, and put food on our families’ tables.

But they do even more than that.

They allow a mom or dad to go home after a day’s
work and look into the eyes of their child with pride; they
allow a community to look to the future with confidence.

So your government is working with business and
labour to attract, retain and create good, high-paying jobs
for Ontario families and communities.

Like Ontarians, your government is clear-eyed about
the challenges posed by a high dollar, high commodity
prices and the always intense—and sometimes intensely
unfair—competition faced by our manufacturers,
foresters and farmers.

At the same time, it is optimistic that Ontario is
uniquely equipped to succeed in a world that values hard
work, high productivity and relentless innovation.

In sectors ranging from financial services to bio-
technology to digital media and other advanced tech-
nologies, Ontarians are experiencing growth that far
outpaces that of our closest competitors.

As the finance minister will outline in his upcoming
fall economic statement, the bottom line is maintaining a
strong fiscal position for Ontario supported by a growing
economy that is as strong and resilient as Ontarians
themselves.

The proof of that is the fact that Ontario has 420,000
more good, high-paying jobs now than it had just four
years ago, and Ontario has the lowest level of unemploy-
ment in five years.

Your government will follow the five-point economic
plan endorsed by Ontarians this past fall.

It includes:

(1) Major investment in the education and skills of our
people.

(2) Keeping our taxes competitive, which includes
phasing out the capital tax.

(3) Supporting innovation and the good, high-paying
jobs of the future through, for example, the new $165-
million Ontario venture capital fund.

(4) Accelerating the largest investment in the prov-
ince’s infrastructure in 50 years, including Move Ontario
2020, a historic expansion of public transit.

(5) Forming key partnerships, such as those formed
through the automotive investment strategy, which is
helping to leverage more than $7 billion in new auto
investment, and the new next generation jobs fund, which
will create new good, high-paying jobs by developing
new clean and green technologies.

Your government will deliver an agriculture risk man-
agement program to help our grain and oilseed farmers
cope with internationally subsidized competitors, in-
crease support for the rural economic development fund
by 50%, encourage more people and businesses to buy
food grown here in Ontario, and continue to support
supply management.

It will help the tourism sector by conducting a com-
prehensive competitiveness study, increasing funding for
festivals and events around Ontario, and expanding
marketing initiatives to promote Ontario destinations.

Your government will work with manufacturers to
support new and advanced technologies, and with the
forestry industry through initiatives like the forest sector
prosperity fund.

What’s more, your government will work, through
Employment Ontario, to ensure there is more help for
displaced workers and that help is delivered faster, with
expanded training and support initiatives.

Your government will bolster regional economic
expansion and jobs in northern Ontario by increasing the
northern heritage fund to $100 million, and in eastern
Ontario by creating a new eastern Ontario development
fund.

Your government understands that we are all in this
together, and even though job creation in Ontario is far
outpacing job loss, one lost job is one too many.

So it will continue to press the federal government to
be fair to Ontario when it comes to fiscal policy and to
become a true partner with Ontario, especially when it
comes to fairness in employment insurance and support
for sectors facing challenges.

In particular, Ontario calls on the federal government
to help keep goods and people moving by giving muni-
cipalities the equivalent of one percentage point of the
goods and services tax to invest in infrastructure and
public transit.

Your government understands that communities are
engines of economic growth and hotbeds of innovation.
Your government will do its share by building on the
progress it has already made in working with munici-
palities.

The government will upload Ontario drug benefit
costs in 2008 and then begin uploading disability support
program costs in 2009—costs that had been downloaded
by the previous government. And it will continue to work
through the provincial-municipal review to put our cities
and towns on a firm financial footing.

Pour que notre économie et notre société prospérent
réellement, il faut que chacun d’entre nous mette a
contribution toutes ses capacités.

Pour que tous aient des occasions de réussir.

Et non pour que certains deviennent plus prospéres
tandis que d’autres s’appauvrissent.

To truly succeed as an economy and as a society, we
need everyone at his or her best.

That is what opportunity for all is all about.

It does not mean more prosperity for some and more
poverty for others.

Study after study, including a report from the United
Way of Greater Toronto just this week, has underlined
that we all share a responsibility to work towards lifting
more families out of poverty. Your government will
continue to assume its responsibility to provide these
families with better opportunities.
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A new cabinet committee will begin work developing
poverty indicators and targets and a focused strategy for
making clear-cut progress on reducing child poverty.

The strategy includes a plan that would provide dental
benefits to low-income families, and builds on measures
already in progress. These include boosting the minimum
wage to $10.25 by 2010, increasing child care spaces and
providing more affordable housing. Your government
will also fully implement the new Ontario child benefit,
raising it to $1,100 per child.

Opportunity for all means opportunity that is access-
ible to all.

During its first mandate, your government worked
with Ontarians with disabilities, Ontarians of tremendous
strength and determination, to introduce the Accessibility
for Ontarians with Disabilities Act.

1430

During its second mandate, it will work with all On-
tarians to phase in positive changes made possible by the
act to improve and expand accessibility throughout the
province.

Just as we can measure an economy’s progress by how
it treats those who have fallen behind, we can measure a
society’s depth by how well it treats those who have
fallen ill.

Nous pouvons étre fiers du régime d’assurance-santé
de la province, qui permet de fournir des soins a toutes
les Ontariennes et & tous les Ontariens en fonction de
leurs besoins, et non de leurs ressources financiéres ou de
leur situation sociale, un régime dont on peut se prévaloir
simplement parce qu’on est citoyen de la province.

Toutefois, cette fierté doit favoriser le progres et non
I’entraver. Cela est particulierement important compte
tenu du vieillissement de la population et du fait que la
capacité de la médecine de prévenir, de diagnostiquer et
de traiter les maladies ne cesse de progresser.

We can be proud in Ontario of a system of medicare
that treats all people on the basis of need—not because of
the size of your bank account or your station in life, but
simply because you are one of us.

But that pride must also fuel progress, not stand in the
way of it, especially when our population is growing
older, and the capacity of medical science to prevent,
diagnose and treat illness and disease is growing every
day.

When a child is diagnosed with diabetes, when a
father suffers a heart attack, when a mother faces breast
cancer, when a family rushes to the emergency ward, we
share a responsibility as Ontarians to respond with com-
passion, care and commitment.

Your government—all Ontarians, in fact—have re-
sponded by training more doctors, hiring more nurses and
reducing wait times for key procedures, but there is much
more to do.

To ensure that more Ontarians get the care they need
when they need it, your government will expand its pro-
gress on wait times to more services such as emergency
room visits, children’s surgery and general surgery.

To help more Ontarians receive that care closer to
home, your government will strive to ensure that 500,000
more Ontarians have access to improved family health
care from doctors, nurses and other health care pro-
fessionals, working together.

Your government will hire 9,000 more nurses, work
towards its goal to have 70% of nurses working full time,
guarantee jobs for new nursing graduates, invest in
healthy work environments for nurses, and establish 25
more nurse-led clinics.

Your government believes we need to do more to help
seniors who want to stay in their homes. It will broaden
the services available to seniors through home care and
provide a caregiver grant to those caring for elderly
family members.

For those who require more assistance, it will take
action to improve the level of care in long-term-care
homes by building 35,000 long-term-care beds over 10
years, and 2,000 new nurses will provide care in long-
term-care homes.

And because more Ontarians are struggling with
diabetes, your government will introduce a new com-
prehensive diabetes strategy.

Your government will do more to prevent illness by
introducing legislation that would ban trans fats from all
school cafeterias, prescribe a healthier menu that con-
forms to the Canada Food Guide and create an Ontario
fitness challenge program to fight childhood obesity.

Your government understands that we cannot claim to
own the air or the water or other precious resources.

We simply hold them in trust for our children and their
children.

Ici, sur la seule planéte connue ou la vie est possible,
nous nous devons de protéger ce qui assure notre survie.

Nous savons que les défis qu’il faut relever sont de
taille, voire planétaires, mais cela n’empéche pas les
Ontariennes et Ontariens de vouloir faire leur part.

Here, on the only planet we know of that sustains life,
we have an obligation to preserve that which sustains us.

We know the challenges are large, even global, but
Ontarians want to do their part.

Your government will move forward with Ontario’s
plan to combat climate change by working towards
meeting Ontario’s goal of reducing the emissions that
contribute to climate change by 6% below 1990 levels by
2014, 15% below by 2020, and 80% below by 2050.

It will achieve this, in part, by making our energy
cleaner and greener, moving forward with the province’s
first long-term electricity plan in a generation.

Your government will replace coal, double renew-
ables, double conservation and modernize our nuclear
capacity.

Ontarians understand that we don’t have to choose
between the environment and the economy—that in fact,
we can grow our economy by making it greener.

There are good, high-paying jobs that will go to the
places that develop the most innovative green tech-
nologies, including the next generation of clean cars, and
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Ontario will work to seize those opportunities through
our next generation jobs fund.

Your government has already begun work on Move
Ontario 2020, the largest transit expansion in Canadian
history.

Your government will introduce tough new toxic
reduction legislation that would reduce pollution. It
would inform and protect Ontarians from toxic chemicals
in the air, water, land and consumer products. New
legislation would also ban the cosmetic use of pesticides
in our cities and our towns.

Your government will also move to protect our water
and natural areas that make Ontario a beautiful place to
live.

It will take strong action to protect Lake Simcoe’s
water quality for future generations.

And it will work with northern and native com-
munities in Ontario’s far north to implement a plan that
protects the boreal forest—a key contributor in the fight
against climate change.

Ontarians care about our planet.

And we love our country.

Les Ontariennes et Ontariens sont des Canadiens
énergiques.

Nous sommes des patriotes.

Avec nos compatriotes canadiens, nous avons bati un
pays dont nous sommes fiers de dire qu’il est le nétre et,
parallelement, une province dont nous sommes fiers de
dire que nous y sommes chez nous.

Ontarians are strong Canadians.

We are patriots.

Working with our fellow Canadians, we have built a
country that we are proud to call ours, and a province that
we are proud to call home, at the same time.

And we continue to work together with our fellow
Canadians, from coast to coast to coast, and in countless
ways, for the betterment of all Canadians, including
Canadians living in Ontario.

But the foundation of that work together must be basic
fairness for all Canadians, including Canadians here in
Ontario.

And your government will continue to speak up—and
stand up—for Ontario when that basic fairness is under-
mined.

It stood up, for example, when newcomers to Ontario
were not receiving their fair share of services.

It stands now with Ontarians who deserve their fair
share when it comes to employment insurance, and sup-
port for our manufacturers, forestry workers and farmers.

And it will continue to stand up to the federal gov-
ernment when it comes to fair representation in the
House of Commons.
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An Ontarian is a proud Canadian, no less proud than
other Canadians, and certainly no less entitled to the
same representation in Parliament.

It’s important that we work together to keep our com-
munities safe. To do that, we must be tough on crime and
tough on the causes of crime.

Your government will continue to push the federal
government to honour its commitment to provide an
additional 1,000 police officers in Ontario, just as this
government delivered 1,000 new police officers during
its first mandate.

Your government will stand up for Ontario because
we love Canada, because we understand a strong Ontario
means a stronger Canada.

A throne speech traditionally paints the big picture—
laying out plans for the next session or mandate.

So not every initiative could be included within this
one frame. There is more your government will do.

And it is traditional to use a wide brush, to paint with
broad strokes, with the broadest of them all reserved for
the conclusion of the speech.

Your government, however, chooses to end this
speech by speaking directly to one group in particular.

They do not constitute the largest group or the most
powerful.

They are, however, and profoundly, the first people to
call this place home.

This government seeks to forge a stronger, more
positive relationship with Ontario’s First Nations.

Creating a better life for our aboriginal communities
and opportunities that all can access is exemplified by a
small agency serving aboriginal youth. 7th Generation
Image Makers employs and trains native youth to create
commercial murals.

This company and Adam Garnet Jones, its coordin-
ator, who is with us today in the gallery, are a powerful
symbol of what we in Ontario all want to see: far greater
opportunities for aboriginal youth in our province.

As a part of the respected Native Child and Family
Services of Toronto, the youth program run by Adam is a
business and an example of excellence. It is a living
example, in fact, of what your government hopes to
accomplish in this mandate: education, training, looking
to the future, creativity, respect and pride in aboriginal
arts, culture and heritage, and greater job opportunities
for aboriginal peoples.

Certes, votre gouvernement n’est pas le premier a
vouloir nouer des liens plus étroits avec nos Premiéres
Nations.

Mais il est peut-étre le premier a avoir en sa
possession un point de départ aussi prometteur; je veux
parler du Rapport de la Commission d’enquéte sur
Ipperwash.

Dans un premier temps, votre gouvernement a mis sur
pied cette commission. Dans un deuxiéme temps, il a
créé un ministere autonome des Affaires autochtones.

Your government, to be sure, is not the first govern-
ment to seek a better relationship with our First Nations.

But it is, perhaps, the first to have in its possession
such a positive road map for progress—the Ipperwash
Inquiry Report.

If striking that inquiry was the first step, your
government has now taken the second, by establishing an
independent Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs.
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Ontario will work with you, through the new minister,
to act on the report’s recommendations.

Of all the people in Ontario, you have perhaps the
deepest sense of our history.

So you know that Ontario cannot do this overnight,
and Ontario cannot do this alone.

Ontario will continue its efforts to encourage and work
with the federal government to accelerate the settlement
of land claims.

But Ontario will work with you, with respect and in
collaboration, to improve the quality of life and expand
economic opportunities for all aboriginal peoples in our
province, both on- and off-reserve.

This progress is central to the goal all Ontarians
share—to provide opportunity for all, to build a better
quality of life for all, to move our province forward, and
to do so the Ontario way.

By working and building and dreaming, together.

Thank you.

Singing of O Canada.

His Honour was then pleased to retire.

Prayers.

The Speaker (Hon. Steve Peters): | beg to inform the
House that to prevent mistakes, | have obtained a copy of
the speech from the throne, which | will now read.

Interjection: Dispense.

The Speaker (Hon. Steve Peters): Agreed? Agreed.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

AN ACT TO PERPETUATE
AN ANCIENT PARLIAMENTARY RIGHT

LOI VISANT A PERPETUER
UN ANCIEN DROIT PARLEMENTAIRE

Mr. McGuinty moved first reading of the following
bill:

Bill 1, An Act to perpetuate an ancient parliamentary
right/ Projet de loi 1, Loi visant a perpétuer un ancien
droit parlementaire.

The Speaker (Hon. Steve Peters): Is it the pleasure
of the House that the motion carry?

All those in favour will say “aye.”

All opposed will say “nay.”

In my opinion, the ayes have it.

First reading agreed to.

Hon. Dalton McGuinty: Following long-standing
tradition, the first bill introduced in the Legislature
involves an initiative not mentioned in the speech from
the throne. | am pleased to introduce this bill. What | am
doing, this practice, signifies the assembly’s independ-
ence from the crown and the collective right of members
to address the Legislature’s priorities attending other
business.

MOTIONS

THRONE SPEECH DEBATE

Hon. Michael Bryant: | move that the speech of His
Honour the Lieutenant Governor to this House be taken
into consideration on Monday, December 3, 2007.

The Speaker (Hon. Steve Peters): Is it the pleasure
of the House that the motion carry? Carried.

Agreed to.

Hon. Michael Bryant: | move adjournment of the
House.

The Speaker (Hon. Steve Peters): Is it the pleasure
of the House that the motion carry? Carried.

This House stands adjourned until 1:30 p.m. of the
clock on Monday, December 3, 2007.

The House adjourned at 1454.
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